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traditions and lexical, technical and historical explanation of
the words “Shi’ite, the Heretics, and Imamates”.

The first chapter is dedicated to mentioning some
examples of the views of proponents of the evolution of historical
development of Shi’ite’s thought and a short critique on that.
(Regardless of some difference of views).

In the second chapter in two sections, we proceed into
studying the concept of historical elements and introducing a
set of effective historical elements in four axes of politics,
society, culture and economics and then we do a comparative
discussion on how effective they were during the presence of
Ahl-ol-Bayt (the People of the House). For this purpose, this
period is divided into four relative periods. And finally, in the
third chapter, we compare and contrast the undetailed and
detailed process of the subject of Imamate with the emphasis
on the effective role of historical elements in the four periods.

Resources used:

It has been attempted to use the most relevant resources
to the discussion in Shi’ite and Sunni views.
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0
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of the Shi’ite’s community and later, their thoughtfulness
exhibited their hidden aspects in spreading Shi’ite thoughts.

In the next period, i.e. Kazemayn period, despite the
political repression, under the aegis of previous social and
cultural elements, Imam Kazem and his son Imam Reza have
exerted great efforts to spread previously told teachings and
confirm their content via advocacy organization with respect
to its functions and via debates and answering questions.
Then, during the late Imams, although political repression
prevented the extension of activities on Imamate realm,
development and multiplicity of historical elements in various
aspects led the Ahl-ol-Bayt (the People of the House) to
careful planning in order to prepare a developed scientific
atmosphere free from doubts in a sixty-and-so training period
for the Occultation period. Particularly, the number of Shi’ite-
residing cities and their academic centers were expanded and
day by day, Shr’ite’s scientific and political power was
multiplied.

A meticulous look at this process shows that how the
explanation of Ahl-ol-Bayt’s teachings has gone from
undetailed to detailed specifications in the aegis of various
historical elements without damaging Shi’ite cognitive
system.

Chapters of the book:

The present book is organized into an introductory
discussion, and three chapters. The introductory chapter
explains about the purpose of clarifying thought, and is
dedicated to a debate over the cognitive authenticity of Islamic
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mean the economic power of the community or the very
amount of cash flow in various sections which seems to be in
direct contact with other elements. Examples of the effect of
the economic power are as follows: political propaganda,
arousal of greed among the glitterati, writing of forged papers,
the spread of debauchery and moral corruption, advocacy
organization and its functions.

Ups and Downs:

The Prophet’s efforts to establish a monotheistic society
paved a proper ground for learning Divine teachings. After the
death of the Prophet, the historical elements did not allow the
Imam of the Household to generally explain the epistemical
issues; except for the moment in Imam Al’s government
(Peace be upon him) when the political opening could be a
good pretext, at the entire period, political repression, cultural,
social and economic chaos hindered the serious appearance of
teachings in public atmosphere of society.

At the end of first period and at the begmning of
Sadeqayn period, the grounds for spreading teachings slowly
expanded so that as the result of approximately twenty years
of political tensions — during the period of deep dispute
between Bani Umayyad and Bani Abbas- Sadeqayn (Peace be
upon them) could explain the prophetic intellectual
foundations using their own conditions and social status and
their Shr’ites in response to the generation full of effort,
educated and inquirer, and transfer teachings at its various
levels and take full advantage of accompany of all historical
elements, and thus avoided any direct intervention in the
conflict between political rivals considering the circumstances
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stability, as well as oppositions’ activities in the course of
government’s clash and weakening is considered to be the
political element. Thus, by political element, we mean any
action and reaction leading back to the institution of
sovereignty and power, such as: political repression,
government’s responsibilities, movements in conflict with the
government and political propaganda.

2. The Cultural Element:

Culture is a treasure that gives meaning and direction to
human’s life in two aspects: individual and social aspect
including science, knowledge, customs, etc. So, by cultural
element, we mean something that provides such meaning and
direction. The following items are the most important factors:
learning the doctrines, scholars’ existence, the spirit of inquiry
and the effort to gain knowledge, and exposure to new ideas
(the flow of translation).

3. The Social Element:

Community consists of people who have come together
based on attitudes and factors and thus there is a relationship
among them. So, by social element, we mean something that
may affect the relationship between the components of the
community. The following items are the most important
factors in this regard: the vastness of Islamic cities, population
distribution, public acceptance and popular position.

4. The Element of Economic Power:

Paving the ground for the occurrence of some flows or
their development sometimes depends on the economic
power. From this perspective, by economic elements, we

D



ever been made in the content of teachings and only utilizing
methods of expression and religious literature of any period of
present time is different.

The specified path in explaining teachings in the public
atmosphere of society, -specially in issues like Imamate-,
guides us to a four-step process, the appearance of which with
respect to relative time would be like this:

1. The Last Prophet’s period until the end of Imamate of Imam
Sajjad (Peace be upon him); (Foundation of the notion of
Imamate)

2. Sadeqayn’s Imamate period (Peace be upon them) until 145
Hijri; (Flowering (actualization) and consolidation of the
thought)

3. Imam Kazem and Imam Reza Imamate period (Peace be
upon them); (Correcting the thought and responding to
possible confusions)

4. Imam Javad’s Imamate period (Peace be upon him) until the
beginning of the Age of Occultation; (Objectivity of the
thought in the society)

Various historical elements

The collection of influential historical elements in the
above-mentioned periods and some of its prominent
examples, the evidence of which can be found very well in the
historical statements, are as follows:

1. The Political Element:

Politics in the general sense is an attempt to obtain,
maintain, enhance and display power. Consequently, any
effort by the governors for government’s maintenance and

C



studies about Shi’ite’s thoughts are formed with various
purposes and on different academic levels using specific
methods and attitudes, each of which has triggered the results
in confirming or rejecting Shi’ite’s beliefs and bases of
thinking. Reflecting upon the content of expressed opinions
and views in this regard narrates two different approaches.
One approach speaks about the evolutionary process of this
thought (i.e. Shi’ite’s thought) in the form of knowledge and
historical developments and in the opposite, the other
perspective speaks about the progressive movement, a
movement from undetailed to detailed specifications —
particularly in the important issue of Imamate- in which no
change in the bases of thought and knowledge is considered to
be the essence. In other words, some have claimed that the
bases of Imamates’ beliefs about the foundation of Imamate at
the time of first Imams were not put forward rather during the
first three Hiri centuries, Companions of the AhlulBayt (the
People of the House) have organized and rectified the form of
beliefs and the basis of Shi’ite’s thought. Thus, the basis of
these beliefs has faced a serious challenge. The present paper
expresses part of the views of the proponents of this theory.

At the opposite, the intellectuals defending the religion
of ImamiTwelvers believe that Shi’ite teachings on various
topics including the issue of Imamate is rooted in the Quran
and prophetic tradition and with a comprehensive analytical-
explanatory view, this turns out to be that these teachings
during the first three Hijri centuries have been explained going
from undetailed to detailed specifications considering the role
of historical elements and therr themes — or the very
influencing political, social, cultural and economical elements
in the course of time- with the feature that no changes have
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With His Grace and Generosity

About writing the book

Years ago, my interest in deeper understanding of
Shiite movement and the formation of its ideas and
thoughts on the one hand, and facing with scientific works
of prominent Muslim writers and orientalists who had
different views from each other led me to answer these
basic questions that: what the process of explaining
Shi’ite’s beliefs and teachings is? And what the
influencing historical elements in the course of
explaining Shi’ite’s teachings are? (ref. first chapter).
This is a beginning for writing this book in the format of a
thesis entitled:

«The Role of Historical Elements in Ahl-Albayt's
Explanation of the Principles of Religion; Particularly
Imamaty.

Presentation of two views

From a long time ago, among Muslim writers and
scholars and in recent centuries among western intellectuals,
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