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- R. W. Southern: Westen Views of Islam in the Middle Ages,

Cambridge - Harvard University Press, 1962 P. 72.

- Francis quernik. The Ecumenical_ Councils, New York - H_ow-
thorn Books, 1961. PP 65 - 66.

«Of special interest is the eleventh Canon directing that Chairs of
teaching Hebrew. Greek and Arabic and Chaldeen should be created at
main universities, The suggestion was Raymond Lull>s who advocated

learning arabic as the best means for conversion of the arabs».

JOhn W. Fueck, Montgomry Watt. _ Noraman Daniel, Edward
W. _ Said» Orientalism» Vintages Books, New York, 1979 P. 331.
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«Strictly speaking. Orientalism is a field of learned study. in the
Christian West. Orientalism is considered to have commenced its
formal existence with the decision of the Church Council ofVienne
in 1312 to establish series of Chairs in Arabic. Greek, Hebrew, and
Syriac at Paris, Oxford, Bologna, Avignon. and Salamanca».
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«Islam in European Thought» Cambridge University Press,
1991, P.3.

«From the time it first appeared. the religion of Islam was a

Problem for Christian Europe». .
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« Was the need for much better American understanding of the forc-
es wich are contending with the American idea for acceptence by the

Near East. The principal of these are, of course. Communism and Islam»

See: Mortimer Graves: A Cultural Relations Policy in the Near

East <The Near East and the Great Powers» ed. Frye. PP. 76. 78.
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tThe Muslim Religion called Islam« began in the seventh century.
It was started by a wealth businessman of Arabia. called Muham-
mad. He claimed that he was Prophet. He found followers among
other Arabs. He told them that they were picked to rule the World.
Shortly after Muhammad's death. his teachings were recorded ina

book called the Quran. It became the Holy Book of Islamb».

Cited in Ayad al Qazzaz and Ruth Afiyoct The Arabs in American
Text books » California State Board of Education: June 1975.
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« The scholars of the period were interested in investigation of
influences. Those works which insisted on Christian influence were
counterbalanced by those which emphasized Jewish influences:
this latter having being studied as early as 1833 by Rabbi Abraham
Geiger in a carefully balanced study. The same tendency was subs-
quently continued by C. C. Torrey and others. Somewhat more
broadly. serious studies were devoted to Judeo - Christian sources

of Quranic narrative Concepts b.
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tStudies of this genre are assurely very necessary. Islam is not
born in a sealed container in an environment sterilized against the
germs of other ideologies as contemporary Muslims authors and
certain others frequently imagine.
O PLEYR WoT-PU LR -
U3 . 4A critical Survey of Modern Studies on Muhammad?»
:Goitein olaedl 53 51 3 ptzmadl 425 Lo 1,20 S5 cd
«Islam, however, is from the very flesh and bone of Judaism»
€33 4.l '..E.s_,radr._.w,_-,o Y1
[Jews and Arabs. New york. 1955 P.129]
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¢ Islam would have to admit the fact of its origin. The historical
influence of the Judeo - Christian religious traditions and the cul-
tural traditions of Syria. Iraq. and Egypt». [Islam and the integration
of Society: London 1961 P. 283].
el S 3 OTaN J 4ol e M.COOK 438 g1 Jradll 1da LA T 20
01983 iiw 5, 50T aalor dnd codms Loy 77 50 (dess) Ol iy SLESYI
Mo T8 BlI3 L2
Jsmol 0 gamsl Lo J g 8 22l 038 b Gl Ul OF o

20 —




u 1 SNl g3 2,15 JiSulisg 3y = w

ca-&.a)i\.’\.a‘gcﬂ_).i,d\ fb\suf;&yf:a_ﬁéjsbg\i coylaay O 31
Gadiad gf ¢ olSiun g 5ib 5 Sl €3aedl O 500 2 e LS e pALYLS
A 5 Sl ST, A jolaay el 2590 SF el 5 Sl €YY B
e Vit Ui La Sty a1 o s ) €R1AGI S ] it
OSI 1 s e i gap 4 ga dph 0T, H3lan V) 550 LS
0 5% (U AL JIu 23] ¢ 550 S5 Gl y LIl Sl 13)
W odsl codslae AT O, 28T 0l ¢l w,%,su_...:.nyc.a,i
oLl g 835 gn IS I S s s YN OV e dgad Yy L2
g5 195 Lo o VI DL sl B3 dnoed OV 835 30 J1 35 Y 5 coes
‘ _ | gl u".)“:) gasles
e 1 2 2,6 S5 00 Akl 120011 o
Sl:..v‘ﬁli—‘__’.‘»l)_,:-o,,ii)_,:s.d\o)z-)ib;i{b.xwloiar;édbiwﬁ,
Ol oo =22V A mandly &1 0y Y (pon 329 2 iS5l Braloy
(b ytiaadl ) 4SCholarsd O g falh sladalt Loy A1 lolan¥l o aY
L A haga BB SN S s e
Essen-d (isete) 155,50 OF 150288 o il b GBIt & 58 OF 1
Srazmally B il JS o2 eBle o 15l etialists
el Lalod dab g3 &b e oS ] B G5 e Bk
.wgﬂ&plowi‘_y_;ﬁs.;ﬁm,
oSl e gl s b LS o 05 A 5 Blaa B of .2
SYI g ‘(.anuuaﬁ,,ﬂ\;,h,.n i o b chmld] 31500
Western Ascen- Jtl e & 215 laccdl oy Algdses S5 by
e G 8l s 5 g alile e (122w V1 3 5 5 daney

— 21




= B SNl €3\ 3,15 JiSiiSg B\ ssisiam

sl 3051 Slmazzs Gl (3 b e Sy (oMWl Slaazaealt
o I 5 S gy s (S 0 832 o6 g o
rae 36 9503 Jandl gl A el 5558 o e N
M552T5 0 ame 3 sle 35 Hlenzu VI
ABING 1) g3 Bl 22 aor yoll plgs¥ il Lo Gy 5oy Sl 3l
tthere is some truth in this accusation
Oslerzd uddsglly e dlly Glas b2zl O s W3
A Tl gl Ly sl 1 381 e A gl n
WPy G5 Jl (W s S5 85 gm0y el ezl
A o Sl eday Cildey pditey ¢ promay oMl
s> 9SS lzey o5 I e a5 ol 555 ) g0 55
|18 gndems O] o ¢ 5emeh L 13 5 ()5 020adl JS d 15005
s3e OIS (301 Brown Ja &slanzu ¥ o giltly o] G yoast
Ol B &y yral 3 200
P NI (R POV TEEIR R W PR S T
SVl o Of s (W ) L5 Y By 3 i il Ll e L)
S @1l oy Blas Alall cotadl aslSVI oy it el oo 5
e ‘.Sa.?_, a5
Al 85Lasdl s el ) o8 e 5 ks B el S oda
Bobasdly dley AU o)l LKW 5 lamdt A A e LT Lo
Y 143 €. H. Becker G tneadl A3 e e dd; gyl b i)
ALoM) 35l Sla eSS L LSV LY

22 —




= 1 Yl €, 2,10 JiKiiSg G bty B e ————

«Without Alexander the Great. no Islamic civilization would have
flourished».
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lslam in European Thought» PP. 57 - 60.
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We would urge that this quarterly be adopted as the Common
organ of missions to Moslems(at least of those whose home base
uses English) as a means of Communication of thougt and methods
and of announcements of literature prepared in other lands. Any
deficit in the publication of this quarterly should be covered by con-
tributions from the missions co_operated®.
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For thirteen years this magazine has been an open forum for
scattered workers in every part of the Moslem World. It has pub-
lished a number of articles dealing with Christian Literature and the

problem of Moslem evangelization which are of permenent value.

The magazine deserves a larger circulation.and the support of all

{1) Conferences of Christian Workers among Moslems, 1924, P.63 (A brief Ac-
count of the Conferences together with their finding and Lists of members)
published by the Chairman of the International missionary Council, New
york, 1924
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«The Western World continues to fight Islam whith increasingly sophlstlcat-
ed weaponry. On the advanced level of scholarship. Islam is being bombard-
ed by no less than eight American and European periodicals devoted entirely
and two particularly to Islamic Studies. The former are: The Muslim World.
{Hartford, Connecticut).Middle East Studies, (New York. N. Y.) The Middle
East Jounal, Washington D.c and the latter are Jounal of the Oriental Society.
(New Haven, Connecticut) and American Near Eastern Studies.{Chicago).
The Western Publishing houses print a steady stream of literature dealing with
Islam and the Muslim peoples. Unless the publication is a pure edition of a text
by a classical Muslim author or a translation of one, it bears definite marks of
antagonism and prejudice characteristic of Western attitudes to Islam.
That the Holy Quran is the Work of Muhammad, that the Hadith literature is
forged; that Islam is a mere politico - economic outburst by impoverished beduins
rather than a religious movement, That Islam stifled the artistic creativity of the
people it conquered; that Islam is nothing but the current practices of its present
people; that it is superstitious. fatalistic, that is unscientific, un - modem, and op-
posed to development; that it stands in need of the same reformation Christianity
underwent: that the best in Islam is Sufism with its individualism, anti - Shari'a
emphasis on the falleness of man and his need for a master - savior, and repudia-
tion of the warlike and exclusivist Sunnism; and above all that Islam stands on an
inferior moral level with its materialistic conceptions of paradise and low status
of Women, that its prohibition of Interest is anti - industrialisation, its puritanical
and anti - alcohol ethic is against urbanization and modern liberalism. its dogma-
tism is anti - progressive, and it drives its miserable and vanquished to people into
psychosis by teaching them that God is on their side and that He is the author of
history -all these falsehoods are current In practically every Western presentation
of the religion, culture, history and civilization of Islam.
In another dimension. Western works spread the nationalist and secularist dis-
eases, teaching that a Muslim is an Arab, Persian. Turk or indian before he Is a
Muslim. Their long emphasis on Persian studies is designed to separate Shi'ah
from Sunna, to teach that Islam as given by the Prophet is desert - crude. that
Persian Shi'ah esotericism had refined it and made it viable. Their enthusiastic
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defence of Turkish Kemalism pleads incessantly that Zyia Qokalp and Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk were reformers long overdue and their opposition to Pakistan is
dictated by the lesson that the Muslim must give up his will to sovereignty and
be content to live as a vanguished minority. Most recently. Western preaching
has taken the line of ecumenism and the claim that Islam - without reform - is
incapable of co - existence with other religions.

During the long period the Muslim countries were ruled by Europe, their
educational systems fell completely under the sway of the conquerors who
took great care that new generations would be thoroughly convinced of the
invincible supremacy of modem Western civilization and taught them to de-
spise all the cultural values Islam stands for. In this way European Masters
successfully created within each Muslim country. their puppets. When polit-
cal freedom was at last granted to the colonial possessions. the leadership
automatically fell into the hands of this same westernized class which to-
day dominates all Muslim countries. Their material support from the United
States. Great Britain. France and Russia. Whenever they achieve any par-
ticular are rewarded with encouraging pats on success, they the back.
Since the second world war. the orientalists and missionaries have shifted
their efforts from trying to change individual Muslims and concert them to
their views to changing Islam itself through providing it with a totally different
interpretation and launching an organized movement for Its reconstruction
from within.
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(1) S.D. Goitein. Jews and Arabs: Their Contacts Through the Ages : New York
1955. PP, 52 - 58.

toFer J sk
'All this leads us to the great question: which religion or wich sect served
Muhammad as his immediate model or, since the Koran alludes in various
places to persons who instructed the Prophet, who were these teachers?
Why is it so difficult to find a solution to this problem?
The main reasons are :
The Koran contains a huge mass of material which can traced to both Jewish
and Christian sources. This is true only of biblical and apocryphal literature
with which Muhammad might have been acquainted through Jewish and
Christian channels but it also holds good for elements from the Jewish lit-
urgy and lore which had found their way into Christian circles very early.
Moses is the predominant figure in the Koran. | would not like to too much empha-
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sis on the quantitative aspect although lay it is impressive enough; compared to
Jesus who is mentioned only four times in the Koran during the Maccan, that is, the
formative period of Muhammad's career. Moses'. name occurs there more than
a hundred times. Much more important is the fact that the stories about Moses
are not confined to certain chapters. but prevade the whole Koran and the idea of
Moses. the Prophet with a Book. possessed Muhammad to such and extend that
he immediately proceeded to produce a divine book of his own.

Although the general trend of Muhammad's ascetic, piestic religiousity with its
dominant note of dread of the iminent Day of Judgment seems to be more akin
to Christian monastic piety than to rabbinic Judaism, the way out of the diffi-
culty created by this apparently contradictory evidence, seems, to be the simple
assumption that the group of Jews who, we may suppose influenced Muham-
mad's beginnings, although they were basically ordinary Orthodox Jews, had
themselves come under the influence of monastic piety and adopted some of
its practices and also, some of its literature. To be sure, most. if not all of the in-
gredients of monastic piety which found their way into the Koran were already
present in some form in early Judaism. Vigils are mentioned several times in the
Book of Psalms and played a very important role in the life of the community of
the Dead Sea Scrolls. In Talmudic times, however, study at night took the place
of the nighly prayer. Prostrations were a characteristic feature of Jewish wor-
ship up to the second century. Later this practice was discouraged by the rabbis
precisely because it was so conspicuously preached by the monks.

The solution | venture to propose for the question concerning the identity
of Muhammad's mentors seems also to be the most plausible explanation
of the undiluted and uncompromising attitude on monotheism maintained.
This cannot be explained by his natural disposition or influence by mono-
theists of such desctiption - namely. Jews.

In conclusion, | wish to say this: Whether the solution | have proposed here for
the problem of the origin of Islam accepted or not, one thing is beyond doubt:
the battle which Muhammad so gloriously and so easily won over his Arab com-
patriots had been decided many centuries before on the hills of Judea."
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If. as we have seen, there is a very close connection between Muhammad's
creation, the Koran and the religion of Israel, there is an even more amazing
affinity between the fully developed systems of the two religions. A com-
parison between the rabbinical Judaism of the Talmud and the classical Is-
lam of the orthodox jurists is extremely the main characteristic features of
their systems are identical or almost identical. Arabic, Shariah:
1. tslam, like Judaism is a religion of Halakha, in that is God - given law which
regulates minutely all aspects of life: law. worship. ethics and social eti-
quette. Halakha - Sharia is the very essence and core of both religions.
2. This religious law is based on the Oral Tradition called in Arabic, Hadith and
in Hebrew by words of identical meaning which interprets and supplement in
the written law, in Arabic, Kitab and in Hebrew., Torah the - Bikhtav which comes
from the same root - word.
3. The oral tradition foils into two parts. one legal in the widest sense of the

word and the other moral. In both Muslim and Jewish literature, they as-
sume the same form of loosely connected mazims and short anecdotes.

4. Although the Muslims had a State when they created their religious Law,
and although they had contact with the organized Christian churches, their
Sharia like the Jewish Halakha. was developed by a completely free and un-
organized republic of scholars. Rulers in classical Islam might make decisions
in regard to the special cases but they never created or officially promul-
gated laws on their own. Nor did Islam ever have a hierarchy of religious
dignitaries who decided questions while sitting in official synods or councils
as was the practice of the Christian churches.

5. In both Judaism and Islam, the religious law took its final shape in the
form of different schools or rites which originally represented the most
widely accepted decisions or usages of one country like the Jewish rites of
Palestine and Babylonia or Medina or Iraq with the conception common to
both religions was that these schools and rites were all equally orthodox.
6. The logical reasoning applied to the development of the religious law is
largely identical in Islam and Judaism which could not but have been the
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result of direct connetion.
7. The study of even purely legal matters is regarded in both religions as worship.
The holy men of Islam as in Judaism are not priests or monks but students of the
divinely - revealed law. Thus the Ulema in Muslim community occupy the same
functions as the rabbis among Jews.
8. Muslim religious law developed mainly In Iraq, the chief centre of Jewish
studies at that time. (PP. 59 - 60)

:Watt J,s (1)
" There was some difficulty to begin with over the pagan shrines other than
the Ka'abah. The story of the "satanic" evidence for this. Muhammad. It is
reported. inspiration is the once received what he thought to be a genuine
revelation which ran as follows :
Have you considered al - Lat and ul - Uzza,
And Manat, the third, the other?
These are the fods to be exalted,
Whose intercession is hoped for.
This delighted the pagan meccans for they took it as an aknowledgement of
the worship of their pagan shrines....... Later, however, {though it is not cer-
tain how much later). Muhammad realized that the third and fourth verses
were not a genuine revelation but had been suggested to him by Satan and
that the true continuation of the first two was:
Have you the male issue and He the female
In that case, H. isa divisioin unfair.
They are nothing but names which you and your
fathers have given.......
This naturally annoyed the pagans who had been delighted by the previous
version. The point to note is that Muhammad did not at first see any incom-
patibility.
Presumably he thought that these three dieties. each of which had an im-
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portant shrine in the Meccan region, were something like angels.
The whole incident is interesting and impotatnt, however, and shows that
the Muslims decided and only gradually which animistic practices were
compatible with montheism and which were not. One aspect of the Arab
outlook made it easy for Islam to incorporate practices which had originally
been aministic, a practice could be regarded as commanded by God and hu-
man beings did not seek reasons for God's commands.
Thus the sanctuary at Mecca was sacred beause God had so decreed; the
circumambulation of the Ka'abah was obligatory for Muslims because God
had so decrewed and so on with many other rituals which came to form part
of the Pilgrimage.
When one looks at the details of what later became established Muslim us-
age one finds vestiges of animism omnipresent.
M.Watt, Islam and the Integration of Society, London, 1961,PP 188 - 189

:.H;Jﬂ c283u.o oLl e-,dl ()
"The obstacles seem almost insuperable. All the distorted ideological con-
ception which have been noted would require to be corrected.
ISLAM WOULD HAVE TO ADMIT THE FACTS OF ITS ORIGIN _ the historical
influence of the Judaeo - Christian religious traditions and the cultural tra-
ditions of Syria. Iraq and Egypt.This would lead to a revised conception of
the relative importance of religious and cultural factors in the growth of Is-
lamic civilization. It would have to be prepared to learn, even in the religious
sphere.from Christian and hard. It would have to look again at the Jews and
that would be very centuries in which it thought of itself as the commu-
nity in whose life the history of mankind was consummated and realize that

whatever the future may bring. its rule during some of those centuries was
much humbler. would have to distinguish more radically. than has hitherto
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been done, between the essential principles of its divinety - given code of
conduct and the temporary applications and work out fresh applications to
novel circumstances. (p. 283).
(ki ded (1)
The sources of the Koran are unmistakable - Christian, Jewish and Arab heathen, Hijaz
itself had Jewish but no Christian colonies, but had Christian slaves and merchants,
It was surrounded by centres whence Christian ideas could have radiated into it.The
Prophet had two Abyssinan slaves, his muezzin Bilal and his future adopted son. Zaid.
He also had a Christian wife Marya the Copt as well as a Jewish one.Safiyah bor n to
one of the Medinese tribes he desroyed. Drawn second - hand from heresay. the Ko-
ranic material does not distinguish between what is canonical and what is not. In the
story of Joseph, for Potephar's wife invites to a party those women whose instance.
tongues were wagging about her affair with Joseph' and when their eyes fall on him,
the knives in their hands fall on their wrists rather than the fruit they were eating.
Jesus speaks unto mankind in the cradle and fashions out of clay, a living bird which
has a parallel in the apocryphal Gospels of Infancy, Jesus' crucifixion is disclaimed
but not his ascension. Not only is his virgin birth accepted but his mother's seems to
have some superhuman feature where, however, she is confused with Mary, the sis-
ter of Aaron. Another confused biblical character is Haman. the favourite of the bib-
lical Ahaseuerus who is made the Minister of Pharoah. More serious than such slips
are verses reflecting the weak spots of Muhammad's career and character. Surah 33
verse 37 was revealed to justify Muhammad's marriage to the wife of his adopted
son. Zaid. Surah S3, verses 19 to 23 were revealed to withdraw an earlier recognition
of three Meccan goddesses as Intercessors with God.
Only part of his revelations were recored in his lifetime; the Text was not finally
"canonized" until A.D. 651. The miraculous character of the Koran relates not only
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In contrast to the Hadith, the Quran itself has remamed almost
intouched by any breath of evolutionary Criticism. Only a few Indian
liberals and still fewer Arab socialists have yet ventured to ques-

tion that the Quran Is the literally inspired Word of God, and that its
every statement is eternally true. right and valid®
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to origin and contents but to form. How could an unschooled man produce such a
work that is not only insuperable but inimitable. Even if men and jinn were to col-
laborate. they could not produce the Like of it, Muhammad was authorized by God
to challenge his critics to produce even one comparable Sura. (X:39) the challenge
- as expected - was never successfully defied. Especially when chanted does this
holy book seem to exercise by virtue of Us rhyhm and rhetoric, a quasi - hypnotic
effect upon its hearers even though they but dimly understand its meaning. The
impact is more on the emotion and imagination than on the intellect. (pp.14 - 16).
(1} H. A.R. Gibb, Modem Trends in Islam, New York, 1972. P. 50.
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"What would remain of the Gospels if he applied to them the
same methods he applies to the Quran?®"
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(1) Michael Cook. Muhammad. 1987, Oxford University Press. PP. 77 - 80.
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(2) Maxime Rodinson, A Critical Survey of Modem Studies on Muhammad. P. 61
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(1) Carlyle T. On Heroes, Hero - worship and the heroic in History, London, 1935,
P.83.
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(3) Nichilson.The Idea of Personallty in Sufism.. Lahore, P.9.
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Incorporated Into the traditions - ancient Arab wisdoms .sentences from Old
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« | am going to take for granted what has often been doubted or denied - the
sincerity of Mohammad and the reality of his prophetic Inspiration — partly be-
cause it is a point on which all Muslims are agreed and slso because It seems
to me that on no other hypothesis can the origin and early history of Islam be
accounted for. It is easy to emphasise the contradictions into which he was
drawn by his postulate of a fixed and immutable revelation, written in a heav-
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the passive medium, while the courae of evente constantly required that the
revelation ahould be plastic and responsive to his needs. If he was an Impos-
tor, we can only wonder at his lack of foresight; but If he waa aincer, it must be
admitted that his prophetic endowment was not of the highest order «
Hamilton A.R. Qibb. Studies on the Civilization of Islam. Edited by 5. Shaw
and W.R. Polk, London. 1962, Lahore 1987. P. 212.
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- The Reaction In the Middie East Against Western Culture Paris, 1951.

- The Structure of Religious Thought In lalam, (The Muslim world, 38, Hart-
ford. Conn.1948)

- Some Considerations on the Sunni Theory of the Caliphate, Paria, 1939.

- The Islamic Background of Ibn Khaldun»a Political Theory. London. 1933.

- An Interpretation of Istamic History, 1950.

- The Evolution of Government in Early Islam, Paris, 1950.
- The Armies of Saladin, 1951
- The Achievement of Saladin, Manchester, 1952.
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Tor Andrae; Mohammad: the man and his Faith, New York, 1963
Maxtme rodinson, Muhammad. English Trans. Penguin Book, 1971
M. Watt, Mohammad At Mecca, Oxford. 1953
M. Watt, Muhammad, Prophet and State man, Oxford, 1964
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(1) ™. Watt, Islam and the Integration of Society .London 1961.p. 93.
" Is clear that Muhammad deliberately moulded the new relgion to make it more
Arabian. For a time after he went to Medina. he hoped that the Jews there would
accept him as a prophet and emphasized the common features of his teachings and
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theirs. At the end of some months. however, he realized that there was no chance
of gaining Jewish recognition and {not unlike Paul turning to the Gentiles) began to
introduce distinctively Arab elements, apparently in accordance with the desires of
at least some of the Medinian Muslims. Previously he had told his followers to face
Jerusalem when they performed the worship.

Now according to the traditional story, white he was conducting the wor-
ship in the prayer place of one of the Medinian clans. he received a revela-
tion to face Mecca instead and head all the congregation turned round and
completed the worship facing Mecca. Ever since then, Mecca has been for
Muslims all over the world. the Kiblah or direction to be faced in worship. In
this way. was dramatized the break with the Jews. There had already been
Arab elements in Islam the revelation had been an Arabic Quran. that is. a
religious lecture for the revelation had been an Arabic - speakers and the
Ka'abah had been acknowledged as a house of God. Now Mecca and the
Ka'abah were linked up with Abraham and at the first opportunity. Muham-
mad himself attempted to perform the pilgrimage to Mecca and the circum-
ambulation of the Ka'abha, thereby Islamizing several old Arabian rites.

Dr. Philip Hittl, Islam and the West. an Historical, Cultural survey, 1962. pp.
9-11-22-23-26-27.

In Medina gradually the seer in him recedes to the background, the politician.
the practical man of affairs. emerges. A change in the character of the revela-
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tions is noted. those fiery passionate incisive ones emphasizing the oneness of
God. His attributes. and the duty of man towards him and expressed in rnymned
and musical style. ,

now yeild to the verbose, prosaic ones dealing with such matters as ritualis-
tic fasting and prayer, marriage and divorce, slaves and prisoners of war.

(1) Though bor n within the full light of history. the historical eludes us. His first
biographer died in Bagdad about 140 Muhammad years after his death and
even that biography has survived only in a later recension by Ibn Hisham
who died in Cairo in 833. By that time biographers were already writing
about their hero as they thought he should have been. not as he was. Vener-
ation for the founder of their faith and the creator of their glory had passed
through the stage or idealization into idolization and at least in folk religion.
in adoration.

Two devices worked out by the early Muslim community served to loosen
the rigidity of Islam's beliefs and practices. Words were put into the mouth
of the Prophet of acts to him which it was thought he would have done and

166 —



m YW oy 5,05 JiKiiig Gpbsiny\ wm ————

Gale azy Jal s () deses opo ilaY (6 20 G pitamall B g 0 pmio g5 1 200
oy oy o Lo M s glis 125 o oo ) & gl & g S 13006
O LS ¢l oV S5 o3 o gl e oud SLgly cGrandl 05225 O

said had he been confronted with a particular situation.

The authority of the Hadith, be it recalled. is second only to that of the Ko-
ran. Because it is a congregation with no centralized religious authority. con-
sensus of the community fills that deficiency. to bolster futher the authority
of public opinion. a hadith was ascribed to the Prophet; My community shall
not agree on error". Through this device, the miracles of Muhammad were
accepted, the cult of saints with its concomitants of shrines, pilgrimages and
vows was universally adopied; "circumcision to which there is no Koranic
reference. became a couterpart of baptism in the Christian church and cof-
fee - first considered a form of wine - developed into a national drink, Es-
pendiency supplied what authority lacked or decried Arab historians, mostly
theologians, had a simple explanation for that spectacular expansion from a
hithere to internationally insignificant Arabia r_esulting in the utter destruc-
tion of the greatest power in the East and striping the greatest power in the
west of its fairest pronvices.

It was ali providential. in line with the clerical explanation of Christianity's
spread and with the Hebrew Interpretation of the conquest of Canaan. the
motivation, we are assured. was religious - to propagate the faith. The fact
is that the motivation was primarily economic., The surplus population of
a desert peninsula had to seek elbow - room in adjacent lands. The lure of
booty did not entirely escape the early historians of conquest. The Islam
that first Conquered was not the religion but the state - not Mohammedan-
ism but Arabianism. The Arabians burst in upon an unsuspecting world as a
nationalist theocracy. seeking a fuller material life. Two or three centuries
had to pass before Syria, Iraq and Persia presented the aspects of Muslim
lands. When their peoples flocked to the fold of Islam, they were in general
motivated by self - interest ® economic social and political
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The only accounts acceptable to him were those that reflected unfavorably
on Muhammad and his family.

His excessive prejudice, his violation of the texts alittle too often, and his er-
rors have justly called forth severe Judgments."

K. Cragg. The Call of Minaret. P. 93 Oxford, 1956

The prophet's biography is finally the story of a crucial choice, no less crucial
than that implicit in the contrasted Gospel saying. “The cup that my Father
hath given me. shall | not drink it" ? it the question, how should Prophet-
hood succeed ? What is the final relation of the messenger of God to the
people to whom he Is sent when they forbear to hear ? The Muhammedan
decision here is formative of all else in Islam, it was a decision for communi-
ty. for resistance, for external victory. for pacification and rule. the decision

for the Cross - no less conscious, no less formative, no less inclusive was the
contrary decision, it is impossible to say precisely when the choice became
final in Muhammad's career. Some have argued a marked deterioration In
the character of Muhammad in the Medinian years. That is probably too
simple. mistaking a symptom for its source.

The deeper truth is that at some point. Muhammad elected for a religious
authority, armed with sinows of war and means of government and that the
decision worked itself out in character. conduct and destiny
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Muhammad was at the head of the list and by a large margin "
(B g o Y (550 58 O in gy pAS aiViny
«In addition, he was filled with a holy contempt for Islam, for its "delusive
glory. for its "dissembling" and "lascivions" Prophet. for the Arabs of the de-
sert who in his judgment were crowds and swaggerers, piunders and destroy-
ers. Associated with the University of Saint Joseph of Beirut of Arabic studis
he bitterly attacked (in the same spirit)... Turning towards the past he Lashed
out against the Calif Ali whom he characterised as obese, ugly, timid, immoral.
given to the tyrannizing of his wife, the "dull" and complaining” Fatima.
Taking up the investigations begun by Ignaz Godziher and the ideas which
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he had set forth, Lammence pushed to the extreme the critical analysis of
Muslim tradition, unmasked without mercy the later political tendencies be-
hind the narratives which recounted the deeds and sayings of the Prophet
and those of his companions.

In this relentless and deperete pursuit of the apocryphal, he utilized without
discretion the critical tools which the nineteenth Century had used against
his own faith.
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- Arberry A. J.The Koran interpreted, Oxford Univ.Press 1964.

- Gibb. - Coulson. N.1.: A history of islamic Law. Edenburgh. 1964.

- Mohammadanism. 2nd. ed. Landon, 1964.

- Macdonald: Development of Muslim Theology. 1965.

- Montgomry Watt: Islamic Philosophy and Theology. 1965

-Schacht J. 1 - : An Introduction to Islamic Law, Oxford, 1956 2 - : The Origins

of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, 2nd ed. Oxford, 1956

- Mingana A. An important Manuscript of The Traditions of Bukhari. Cam-

bridge. 1936.

- Nicholson. A literary History of the Arabs. Cambridge. 1962
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(2) Nadav Safran.ArabandJews.P.16.

"The conception of Muhammad's mission has led to a pessimistic view his-
tory. Until the appearance of the Prophet, it was possible to of view the
historical process as progess toward a perfect revelation of God's will but

with the appearance of Muhammad, this process came to an end. Since
Muhammad was viewed as the "Seal of the Prophets’, no further perfection
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could be expected in the statement and interpretation of the Divine will.
Henceforth, history could move only on or below the level to which Muham-
mad had raised it and, as a matter of fact. the chances that it would remain
on that level were poor. It is clear that in the Islamic view, perfection is to be
sought in the past to which all present activity must refer for justification.
(1) ™. Watt: Ibid, P. 192

"“The infliction of the punishment of stoning for adultery (if what is becom-
ing standard Western interpretation of the confused material is accepted)
shows how a non - arab custom could be Islamized.

The Quranic punishment for adultery is flogging; but some of the Jurists
also recognized stoning as a punishment in the case of married persons.
The normal punishment for adultery at AMedina in Muhammad's time life
was flogging though to begin with and in certain cases it may have been
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house imprisonment When many persons from the Judaeo - Christian tradi-
tion became Muslims, They tended to retain the punishment of stoning to
which they had been accustomed. Eventually, stories began to be circulated
showing that stoning had been sanctioned and practiced by Muhammad
and some of the leading Companions
(1) lLb.d.p.199

"There have been great advances in the understanding of the development of
the Shariah By Western scholars during the last century. A notable step toward
in the critique of Islamic tradition was made by Ignaz Goldziher towards the
end of the 19th century and another step more specifically connected with the
Sahriah has recently been made by Joseph Schacht in his Origins of Muham-
madan Jurisprudence, (Oxford 1950) As a result of the work of these and many
other scholars. the modem Western View of the development of the Shariah
differs considerably from the orthodox Muslim View.
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(1) ™M.Wattibid,P.160

"By the islamic state had become an empire, however, it is doubtful whether
the Idea of the Holy war was more advantageous than disadvantageous.
While it may be possible for a desert tribe to regard all Its neighbours as
enemies, it is not easy for a large and complex state to behave this way. In
Muhammad's closing years. it had been obligatory for every able - bodied
Muslim to take part in the campaigns unless excused. Most Muslims seemed
to have been content to remain liable for military service throughout their
lives. they had the privilege of living as part of a ruling aristocracy. When the
expansion slowed down, however, and the fighting became harder and the
booty less plentiful. many were unwilling to leave the camp sites for ardu-
ous expeditins to distant frontiers... Eventually muslim leaders are found
employing mercenaries who might not even be Muslims. Thus the Idea of
the Holy war ceased to have much real importance... Jihad is perhaps the
weakest part of the conception of the Islamic community as it has been de-
veloped out of the old Arab idea of the tribe."
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